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" After a long and anxious deliberation, extending over four days, it was decided that a direct summons should be addressed to the King of Spain. Seventy days would be allowed him to obtain from the Emperor the restitution of Heidelberg ; and if it should happen that either Mannheim or Frankenthal had also been taken, it was to he restored as well. Philip was also to engage that the negotiations for"a general peace should be resumed on the basis laid down in the preceding winter, and to bind himself by an express stipulation that if the Emperor refused to consent to these terms he would order a Spanish army to take the field against him, or at least would gis'e permission to an English force to march through Flanders into the Palatinate. If within, ten days after this resolution was laid before Philip, he had not given a favorable answer under his hand and seal, Bristol [Y. e. Digby] was to leave Madrid at once, and to declare the marriage treaty broken off" 1
A letter from Gondomar, received a few weeks after, full of promises that all obstacles to the match would soon be removed, made no change in the opinions of the Council; and had this advice been fairly acted upon, the Spanish game would have been then at an end. For this, however, the King was not yet prepared. Bristol was directed to make the demand, but in case of an unsatisfactory reply, instead of coining away at once he was to wait for further instructions. This spoiled the effect, and left room for the Prince's visit to Madrid ; which, though in many ways mischievous, had this good effect, that it brought the King over at last to the views of the Council, which were already in harmony with the feelings of the nation; and thus gave a fresh chance of united action between the government and the House of Commons. Before the new Parliament was called, the marriage treaty had been finally broken off. By which party it had been broken off is a matter of dispute, but of no consequence. Both were glad to be rid of it after they found that the advantages which each had expected from
1 Gardiner, vol. ii., p. 256.             *-'
